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A study of the multiple factors that sustained the regime of Alfredo Stroessner in Paraguay for over

30 years. This book argues that Stroessner's keen understanding of cultural values and attitudes

helped him to implement policies that ensured his long tenure - tight control of the armed forces,

ideological conformity within the Colorado Party, and co-operation schemes that silenced potential

challengers. The author also examines the forces that brought about the regime's eventual downfall

- economic recession, deep divisions within the party, and the mobilization of political groups.
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